Viva Lingua Club

Topic: That's a waste of money!
Please, be ready to discuss the following points:

1. In your opinion, what are some common ways people waste their money?

2. Have you ever regretted spending money on something? What was it and why did you regret it?
3. How do cultural and societal values influence what people consider to be a waste of money? Can you think of any examples?

4. How do you decide when it's okay to spend money on something and when it's not?

5. Do you think that there are certain things that are always a waste of money, no matter who you are or what your circumstances are? Why or why not?

6. What is the most expensive thing you have ever bought? Do you think it was worth the cost? Why or why not?

7. Do you think it's important to save money? Why or why not?

8. Are there any cultural or societal pressures that make people feel like they need to spend money on certain things?

9. What advice would you give to someone who tends to overspend or waste money?

10. Do you think that investing money is a good way to avoid wasting money? Why or why not?

11. How has technology changed the way people spend money?

12. What are some ways to have fun or enjoy life without spending a lot of money?

13. Do you think that it is possible to live a fulfilling life without spending a lot of money? Why or why not?

14. Do you think that education about personal finance should be a mandatory part of school curriculum? Why or why not?

Vocabulary:
bargain – выгодная, удачная покупка (Ex: It was discounted. I got two for the price of one. It was a real bargain.)

chotchkies – безделушка, барахло, декоративные штучки, которые обычно абсолютно бесполезны
consumerism – ориентация общества на потребление товаров

freebie – халява, что-л. бесплатное 
frugal – бережливый, экономный

money burns a hole in my pocket – у меня деньги долго не задерживаются (Ex: He can't just go out window-shopping. Money burns a hole in his pocket.)
money drain – "утечка денег" (Ex: Although eating out may be convenient, it’s a big money drain.)
nonessentials – товары, не являющиеся предметом первой необходимости

extravagant, wasteful – неэкономный, расточительный
scrooge,  skinflint – скряга 

small fortune – достаточно большая сумма денег
that's your money down the drain – ср. плакали ваши денежки
thrift store – магазин, торгующий б\у вещами, в основном одеждой 

to be loaded – богатый; имеющий при себе большие деньги
to blow all your money (on smth) – просадить все деньги на что-л.

to buy in bulk – покупать что-л. оптом 

to cut down\ cut back (on smth) – сократить затраты на что-л.

to drop cash (on smth) – сорить наличностью 

to flush money down the drain – пускать деньги на ветер 

to fritter your money away – растрачивать деньги по мелочам

to get the best deal – купить что-л. по наиболее выгодной цене

to get the most bang for your buck – получить лучшее за свои деньги

to give yourself a cooling-off period – взять время на раздумья 
to haggle for a lower price – торговаться 

to live beyond your means – жить не посредствам 

to live paycheck to paycheck – жить от зарплаты к зарплате
to lose track of spending – потерять счет тратам (Ex: It can be so easy to lose track of spending when it’s on small items like a quick snack here and there, or the odd CD.)
to make impulse purchases – делать незапланированные покупки 

to overspend – тратить слишком много, сорить деньгами

to rip off – содрать слишком много денег, просить завышенную цену (Ex. Tourists all over the world get ripped off. And it happens often.)

to shop around – присматриваться к ценам, качеству товаров (и т.п.)

to spend an obscene amount of money on smth – потратить безумные деньги на что-л.

to stash money – заныкать, спрятать деньги
to stockpile – делать запасы (Ex: We stockpiled supplies and hoped for the best.)
to throw one's money away, to splash money – сорить деньгами

to tighten one's belt – потуже затянуть пояс, начать экономить 

to track your spending – отслеживать на что вы тратите деньги

waste not, want not – мотовство до добра не доведёт, копейка рубль бережёт
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